JUVENILE VIOLENCE, 1861-1865 (CIVIL WAR ERA). Reliable juvenile
violence rates during and after the Civil War years (1860—1890) are unknown. There was no
uniformly collected criminal data on adults or juveniles during this period. Information about
crime and juvenile violence during the Civil War period comes from historians, U.S. census
reports, and police records from a few cities. These sources indicate that there was an
increase in overall crime after the Civil War and that the increase stabilized after the war
through the end of the nineteenth century. While the sources cannot be relied on to document
juvenile crime rates, they do provide a good indication of society’s responses to social
problems at the time.

Until 1820, American juveniles were imprisoned with adults. This began to change in
1824 when the Quakers developed the House of Refuge. It was an institution to help
Juveniles and separate them from adult offenders, and it was partly prison, school, and job
training. In 1825, the State of New York enacted legislation that provided funding for the
first House of Refuge. Twenty-five years after New York’s House of Refuge opened, it had
transformed into a reformatory where secured custody, rather than help, became its main
purpose. By 1860 there were twenty, and by 1885 there were forty-five, juvenile reformato-
ries in the United States.

The reformatories held a disproportionate share of Irish immigrants, and in some states,
black youth were not allowed in them unless there was room in a limited number of segre-
gated dormitories. When there was no room, they were sent to adult prisons.

An increase in crime during the Civil War has been attributed to complex changes in the
American social structure. In addition to the problems of slavery and the war, the country was
becoming industrialized, and economic conditions were changing. Families frequently
moved from rural to urban living situations and vice versa. The authoritarian method many
families used to control youth was challenged by the loss of fathers and older brothers who
went to fight in the war. It is also estimated that between 250,000 and 450,000 boys, and a
few girls, under the age of fourteen fought in the Civil War.

The 1850 U.S. Census reports numbers of people (including juveniles) imprisoned in
poorhouses and prisons, which total around 18,000. By 1890, census reports state that there
were 14,840 (11,535 male and 3,311 female) inmates in juvenile reformatories. The ages of
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